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Today I am tabling the Territory Records Bill 2002.  This Bill proposes a records management regime that will herald a new approach to records management for all agencies of the ACT Government.  Jon Stanhope in his speech A Code of Good Government in March 2001 made a commitment that when in office Labor would ensure that Government records would be properly kept and that legislation would be introduced to establish the provisions for records management for the government.

The legislation introduced but never debated by the Humphries Government is not likely to have earned the public’s confidence that his Government was serious about the management of its records.  The legislation that I am introducing today is designed to give confidence to our community that government records will be created, managed and accessible.  This is a key component for open and accountable government.  

The Territory Records Bill 2002 establishes a new position of Director of Territory Records.  The Director will have a range of functions including the development and approval of standards for records management.  These standards will be used by each agency in the development of their Records Management Programs.  The legislation also requires agencies to prepare schedules for the disposal of their records and these schedules in turn have to be approved by the Director of Territory Records.  

To emphasise our commitment to open and accountable records management, this legislation establishes a Territory Records Advisory Council.  The Council, with wide-ranging representation from agencies, professional organisations, community associations and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander groups will provide advice to the Director of Territory Records.  

The model set out in this legislation proposes a records management regime suitable for the ACT.  Agencies will be developing a Records Management Program that meets their needs in supporting the functions that they undertake.  These Records Management Programs will respond to centrally established standards to ensure that community expectations are met in relation to accountability and access.

This is framework legislation and does not preclude future options available under the Bill for providing a Territory archive, including a centralised facility.  As work proceeds, consideration can be given to the most cost effective options for giving effect to our Territory records regime.  

This legislation and the Freedom of Information Act 1989 are closely aligned.  Records in general will be open for public access when they are 20 years old, however some records, for example, those containing information of a private and personal nature, will not be open for public access at this time.  

This legislation will apply to records in all formats including paper and electronic records.  It will also apply to all types of records in the custody of the ACT Government.  One particular type of record that I wish to note will be those records that may enable people to make links with their Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage.  

In preparing this legislation my Department has been supported by many throughout the community.  I know that we will be creating a high level of expectation.  The legislation will be implemented progressively with agencies commencing work immediately on preparing their Records Management Programs.  The final part, the access provisions, will commence in 2007.  

The ACT has an evolving history and this has been documented in both our own records and those transferred from the Commonwealth.  When open for public access we will be able to view a most exciting resource.  
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